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WHEREAS, BE IT ORDAII'i'ED by the Municipal Council of the City of Paterson, in 
the County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

'WHEREAS, the Municipal Council of the City of Paterson finds that it is in the public 
interest to protect impressionable children and young adults from the temptations of 
experimenting with all tobacco products, nicotine, smoking devices and electronic 
smoking devices; and 

'\VHEREAS, there exists conclusive evidence that tobacco smoking causes cancer, 
respiratory and cardiac diseases, negative birth outcomes, irritations to the eyes, nose and 
throat; and 

'\"VHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has concluded that 
nicotine is as addictive as cocaine or heroin, the Surgeon General found that nicotine 
exposure during adolescence, a critical window for brain development, may have lasting 
adverse consequences for brain; and development, and that it is addiction to nicotine that 
keeps youth smoking 'past adolescence; and 

'\VHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine's 2015 report projected that raising the minimum 
age of legal access to tobacco products to at least 21 years old would significantly reduce 
smoking rates, resulting in 223,000 fewer premature deaths for persons born between 
2000 and 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association's 2015 recommendation is to increase 
the minimum age of selling tobacco and electronic smoking devices to 21 years of age; 
and 

'\\'HEREAS, 75% of U.S. adults support raising the age of tobacco product sales to age 
21, including 7 out of 10 smokers, according to a July 6, 2015 U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention survey; and 

WHEREAS, 90% of all tobacco users start before age 21 according to the U.S. Surgeon 
General, with nearly half of adult .smokers transition to regular, daily smoking before age 
18, and more than three-quarters transitioning to regular, daily smoking before they turn 
21; and 

'WHEREAS, The American Journal of Public Health reported that the_cumulative risk of 
smoking initiation does not begin to plateau until age 22 years; and 

'W1IEREAS, overall, one-third of all youth who become regular smokers before 
adulthood, will eventually die from smoking; and 














